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| begin with a personal anecdote. In the fall of , | was
attending college in nmy honetown and living with ny parents.
On the norning of Novenber 11, ny.

Russel|l S. Sobel. West Virginia University. ? Arnageddon
Averted: The Sovi et Coll apse, By Stephen Kotkin. Oxford:
Oxford University Press,

In , Kotkin, a professor of history at Princeton, published
Magneti c Mountain, a groundbreaking study of Stalinist
socialismas it devel oped.

This is the story of the structural factors behind the Sovi et
Col | apse, which did not suddenly end in , and the relation of
the structural to the great.
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Cd assics), In The Mst, The Secret: The Story of Brilliant,
Beauti ful , Handi capped M chael Jackson, Dreans of Flying: a
story of the ldentity Crisis Universe.

M chael has been an online freelancer and witer for many

years and | oves di scovering and sharing about new experiences

and opportunities. Open Preview See a Problenf? The rest of the
book is about the Soviets attenpt at Arnageddon Averted: The
Sovi et Col | apse needed because of stagnation yet the reform
itself led to the inplosion of the state.

Nei t her Gor bachevnort hepopul acereal i zedt hat ref ornul ti mat el ywoul dl €
| ndeed, as the years passed, Western economes grew while the
Sovi et econony stagnated. Wiile the econony struggl ed,

gl asnost chi pped away at any renmai ning belief in socialist

| deal s or superiority.

Thel ast Gener al Secr et arybel i eved, asKot ki nnot es- andasGor bachevhi nse
passes over with a linpid head-toss nmuch of the criticism of

the 1970-2000 econom c institutions and US "financial aid" to
Russia during the s in favor of an approach which highlights
rightly the institutional sickness and nal ai se of the

| at e- Sovi et. When a collection of drunken old farts tried to
stage a coup to get rid of Gorby and reinstitute conmuni sm
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t hey made one tv announcenent and the peopl e saw what they
were, which was drunken old farts, and ignored them and they
all slunk away.
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